
Hartshill Residents Quarry Liaison Meeting 

7th June 2018 6.30pm 

Hartshill Community Centre 

In Attendance:  

Councillor Randle – Chairman of Hartshill Parish Council 
Laura White – Warwickshire County Council 
Matthew Williams – Warwickshire County Council 
Marcus Jones – MP 
Bernard Paintin – Chairman of Hartshill Residents Association 
Councillor Bell – North Warwickshire Borough Council 
Zoe Bickley – North Warwickshire Borough Council 
Kash Aslam – Crown Aggregates  
Attending alongside Mr Aslam  - Consultants from Vibrock and DustScan 
 
 

1. Introduction to the panel members.  
 

2. Introduction to Warwickshire County Council by Matthew Williams 

Matthew Williams explained how Warwickshire County Council works with Planning 
applications relating to the Quarry. The Council has been monitoring operations at the Quarry 
since early 2017 when it was taken over by Crown Waste. 

 
3. Zoe Bickley of North Warwickshire Borough Council explained how she deals with any noise 

complaints from residents regarding the quarry. NWBC does need to issue an Environmental 
Protection Permit and is waiting for the application from Crown Waste. 
 

4. Kash Aslam introduced himself as the owner of Crown Aggregates, operators of Hartshill 
Quarry.  

He reassured the residents of Hartshill that the Blasts were monitored by both Zoe Bickley and 
Matthew Williams and a warning was issued to the residents in the form of a siren on Hartshill 
Green. Residents were concerned that this was not heard by everyone and so Mr Aslam has 
agreed to notify Hartshill Parish Council at least 7 days before each blast so the Parish Council 
can advertise on notice boards and their website for the residents to be aware of any future 
blasting.  

Mr Aslam explained that the reports from the recent blasting at the Quarry caused no reason 
for any concern and most of the readings from areas throughout Hartshill came back as 
negligible.  

Mr Aslam explained to the residents that he is committed to making improvements to how 
the Quarry operates and will take on board all comments and concerns from residents.  

5. A consultant from Vibrock accompanying Mr Aslam, explained the planning conditions set 
which the Quarry is currently working by. The lower limit for blasting is set at 6mm per second 
with an upper limit of 12mm per second. He explained that the highest reading recorded 
during the blast was 4.4mm per second on 23 Nuneaton Road. He further explained that the 
readings recorded were well within the parameters set would cause no damage to any 
structure. He explained that the vibrations from the blast would be felt and can differ 



depending on where a person is stood. A person outside may not feel or notice the blast as 
much as a person inside a building as often the building will respond to the vibrations in the 
form of shaking. He explained that the shaking felt will not be enough to cause damage to any 
building.  

 

6. Public Question Time.  

Marcus Jones MP requested to hear the views of the residents regarding the blasting.  

 A resident of Hartshill voiced his concerns that during the 2nd blast he felt it so strongly 
that the force moved his wheelchair across the floor.  
 

 Another resident of Hartshill requested that all of the reports following the blasts be 
made available for the public. 
Mr Aslam has agreed to arrange.  
 

 A question was asked as to whether the same amount of explosives is used each time. 
Mr. Aslam confirmed that, yes, the same amount of explosives is used.  
 

 Councillor Randle mentioned that the first blast felt like a minor earthquake, yet the 
second one was not as bad once they were prepared for it and again the third blast with 
no warning was felt strongly. He suggested a warning in advance would reduce the level 
of shock caused by the blasts and possibly lower the level of complaints following them. 
Mr Aslam has agreed to notify the parish council 7 days in advance of blasting operations 
and the Parish Council will advertise throughout the community on notice boards and 
websites to inform the residents.  

 
 

 A resident of Hartshill asked if weather conditions could have an effect on blasting.  
Mr Aslam explained that the quarry is operating within its parameters and there is not a 
lot they can do regarding the weather but will do their best to mitigate any problems.  
 

 Bernard Paintin, Chairman of the Hartshill Residents Group suggested that an 
independent consultant monitor the blasting alongside Mr Aslam’s Consultants, in order 
to give the residents greater reassurance.  
Mr Aslam agreed to fund a consultant sourced by the Council.  
 

 A resident asked how frequent will the blasting take place? 
Mr Aslam explained that they are currently blasting once per month or every 6 weeks. He 
was asked if the quarry blasts could happen more frequently but with less intensity, Mr 
Aslam assured the residents that all concerns will be taken away and considered in order 
to be as compliant with the residents as possible. 
 

 A resident was concerned that the Quarry was operating after hours and the level of 
noise from the work kept him awake at night. Photo evidence and a police report were 
produced to confirm that this was true. 
Mr Aslam explained that the night the quarry operated beyond its set hours was due to 
an emergency. Laura White of Warwickshire County Council explained that in this 
circumstance the quarry was permitted to work. Mr Aslam explained that he understands 
why residents were concerned and notice would have been provided but in this case and 
due to the time of day it was impossible to inform the council until the following morning. 



The Council explained that moving forward Mr Aslam has been advised to consult with 
the Council before breaching normal working hours.  
 
A resident asked if this situation would be a one off? 
Mr Aslam responded that yes, in this situation the Quarry operated beyond its working 
hours in order to prevent an accident which could have been caused had they not assisted 
in the quick repair of the West Coast Main Line.  
 

 A resident of Hartshill asked that if damage was caused to the structure of a house due 
to quarry blasting, what plan was in place to handle this? 
 Mr Aslam explained that from the reports recorded by VibRock on the most recent blasts 
that the levels of vibration from the blasts were in now way near the levels needed to 
cause any damage to a property. By way of reassuring the residents that his reports are 
accurate, Mr Aslam has offered to fund an outside consultant to monitor the next blast 
and record data which will be provided to the residents of Hartshill.  
 

 A resident of Hartshill further enquired as to where residents are to go with complaints 
regarding to structural damage caused by vibrations from the blasting. 
Mr Aslam explained that the resident would need to approach a structural engineer to 
assess the damage and the approach the quarry.  
A consultant from VibRock explained to the residents how property responds to the 
vibrations from the blasting by shaking, but reassured the residents that no damage could 
be caused to the structure of the property from the blasts.  
 

 A resident asked if the quarry were doing anything to tackle the dust problem the quarry 
has created in the area and the air quality which residents are breathing in daily.  
Mr Aslam explained that the quarry has four dust suppressers on site along with a road 
sweeper and wheel bath to prevent the escape of dust from the quarry. He mentioned 
that drone footage of the blast had been recorded to show that there was no escape of 
dust from the quarry during the blast and offered an open invitation to the residents to 
visit the quarry and see the facilities on site to reassure them. A consultant representing 
the quarry explained that dust is well managed on site and dust reduces with distance so 
therefore would not travel following a blast and asked residents to consider that the dust 
could be coming from elsewhere. 
  

 A resident asked Mr Aslam how obliging the quarry would be to conduct a survey on 
each house before the blasting, so residents have a report to state the condition of the 
house before and after blasting.  
Mr Aslam once again agreed to be as obliging as possible with the residents and has 
offered to work with the parish council to fund an outside consultant to monitor the 
blasting and work with the Parish to show they are compliant and working within set 
parameters.  
 

 A resident requested that monitoring equipment be placed outside resident’s houses? 
Mr Aslam has agreed once again to fund a further consultant chosen by the Parish Council 
who will record the data at various locations throughout Hartshill. 
 

 Councillor Roberts suggested that Mr Aslam has breached planning regulations in order 
to get his buildings up as quickly as possible.  
Mr Aslam along with Warwickshire County Council explained that there are planning 
applications in currently in place to approve the buildings. Warwickshire County Council 



explained that they are monitoring the quarry and have pointed out issues with planning 
and requested that they be rectified.  
 

 A resident was concerned as to why the quarry was permitted to carry on its work 
without the correct planning permission in place. 
Warwickshire County Council responded that it is not an offence to build without planning 
and they will review all work carried out. Mr Aslam explained that they are currently 
working with a Mobile Plan Permit which is a temporary permit issued by Local Authority.  
Zoe Bickley of North Warwickshire Borough Council explained that she is currently waiting 
on applications for an environmental permit, a quarrying permit and an application to 
process minerals. The Quarry currently has permission to extract but not process on site.  
 

 A resident mentioned their concern in regards to lorries leaving the quarry creating a 
potential hazard.  
Mr Aslam explained that the vehicles mentioned have nothing to do with the quarry and 
they belong to Tarmac. He agreed that they are creating problems by blocking the roads 
and Mr Aslam himself has spoken to them on a number of occasions regarding this. The 
quarry has a strict no right turn policy and were working with Tarmac 
 

 A resident asked If the water will be drained from the quarry? 
 Mr Aslam responded that it will. 
 

 A resident asked if the quarry will be removing the wooded area surrounding the 
quarry? 
 Mr Aslam reassured them they will not be removing it.  
 

7. Councillor Bell outlined the points to be addressed following the meeting: 
 

 The Quarry are to give 7 days notice to the Parish Council before each blast.  
 The Quarry are to set up an online platform for residents to communicate with them. 
 Mr Aslam is to fund an outside consultant to monitor the quarry blasts on behalf of the 

residents.  
 A site open day is to be arranged for the residents to visit the quarry. 
 Any resident who believes the blasts have caused damage to their homes are to contact Mr 

Aslams’ office. 
 All lorries are to use the wheel bath leaving the quarry site.  
 Councillor Bell will consult the Highways Authority once again to address the issue of parking 

and lorries on the road entering Tarmac.  
 Mr Aslam has agreed to put further signage along the road to warn drivers of the entrance to 

the quarry and turning lorries.  
 The Road sweeper will turn at the De Mulders entrance from now on.  
 A further meeting following the residents site visit to the quarry will be arranged when 

residents are more informed as to the way the quarry operates.  

 

Meeting closed 8.56pm 

 

 

  


